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group (P<C0.05), and it had a significantly higher AFP level (P<C0.05) and a significantly lower expres-
sionof HBx in xenograft tumor (P<C0. 05), as compared with the NS group. Among the mice transplanted
with the same HepG2 cells, the AEP group had the lowest expression of VEGFR3, but there was no sig-
nificant difference in VEGFR3 expression between the AEP group and CTX group (P>0. 05); the AEP
group and CTX group had significantly lower VEGFR-3 expression levels than the NS group (P<C0. 05).
Among the mice receiving the same intervention, those transplanted with HepG2-HBx cells and HepG2-
CAT cells had significantly lower expression of VEGFR3 in xenograft tumor than those transplanted with
HepG2-VEGFRS3 cells (P<C0.01). Conclusion AEP can directly suppress the protein expression of HBx
and VEGFR3 in tumor tissues or indirectly suppress the protein expression of VEGFR3 by suppressing
HBx expression, thus inhibiting the growth of hepatoma xenograft.
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Observation of Growth Process of Corydalis yanhusuo Tubers

HU Ke, WEI Jia-yu

(School o f Pharmacy , Anhui University of Chinese Medicine & Anhui Key Laboratory of Modern Chi-
nese Materia Medica , Anhui Hefei 230031, China)

[ Abstract | Objective To observe the features of new tubers and mother tubers in different growth stages of Co-
rydalis yanhusuo. Methods We traced the tuber formation process of Corydalis yanhusuo . as well as the growth
of new tubers and mother tubers, by real-time observation and paraffin sectioning. Results The new tubers pro-
duced by the underground stem grew from the stem nodes of mother plant, and their formation needed
some necessary conditions. The new tubers were also reproduced from the mother tubers; the mother tu-
bers degenerated into the periderm of the reproduced tubers and finally fell off a couple of months later. It
was more common for cultivars to produce twin tubers and multiple tubers compared with wild varieties.
Tubers contained fluorescent alkaloids. Conclusion New tubers are formed in a variety of ways. The peri-
derm from degenerated mother tubers can protect reproduced tubers. Cultivars have a strong ability of a-
sexual reproduction. Fluorescence alkaloids are distributed homogeneously in the mature tubers of Coryd-
alis yanhusuo . and no aggregation is observed.
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